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Worship at 10:30 AM : The family of God>
Followed by Covered Dish Picnic ~ }
i
Guest Preacher - Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor :.: Mark lankenship
at Christ United (NALC), Granite Falls '}
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(Pr. Heidi is the pastor that led the Women's :':
Bible Study last Fall.) 2
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From the Fastor‘s Fcn.....

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,

A word of thanks is necessary to all of our VBS leaders and volunteers who
made this year's VBS (“Christmas in July”) one to remember. We saw angels and
sang Christmas carols. We learned more about Mary and Joseph and the price they
paid to bring Jesus into this world. We remembered Elizabeth and Zachariah
(parents of John the Baptizer) and what important roles they played in the
Christmas narrative. It was a very special time at Grace and special thanks to
Nancy Leonard for leading VBS. Her organization and year-long planning was truly
evident. Thank you, Nancy, teachers, meal preparers, and all those who worked
behind the scenes!

On a more personal note, thank you for all your prayers for my wife, Karen.
As you know, she was diagnosed with breast cancer last month and the biopsy
indicated that it was a 6 cm cancerous stage 1 tumor and would hopefully be
removed through a lumpectomy. However, following the MRI procedure yesterday,
the news was more discouraging. The actual size of the tumor was 11 cm deep into
the breast and a total double mastectomy would be needed.

As | write you today, we have appointments scheduled with the surgeon and
plastic surgeon in the next week, so a date for surgery has not yet been set, but will
most likely be in early August followed by a period of healing and then several
weeks of daily radiation. Thank you for your prayers for both of us as we walk this
journey. God is with us through your support and prayers and we have placed our
total hope and trust in Him.

Blessings!
Pr. Gil Gilbert, STS

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST
Communion AssistantsAlan & Storm Shull
Ushers- Todd Childers, Joe Momier, Justin Whalen, David Wilfong
Greeer - Cindy Bivens
Altar Preparatiors Lynette Momier, Belinda Wilfong
Children's Churchnd Nursery Jodi Martin, Jill Matthews
Offering Tabulators Mike Pisko Alan Shull

X X X X X X

Please be mindful of your commitment to serve. If you are unable to fulfitdhamnitment, be
reminded that it isfour responsibility to find someone to serve in your place.
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FLOWER CHART FOR AUGUST
8/12-Dan & Tricia Panek
8/26 - Grace Lutheran Church

If you wish togive the flowers for a given Sunday, please list your name on th
chart in the narthex.You are responsible for ordering the flowers from a florist
of yourchoice;we do not have a standing order with any florigthe liturgical
color of the day is listd to assist you in selecting flowers appropriate for that Sunday. should
contactthe Church Officso that the correct information is placed in the bulleting for that Sunday.
Please notify thechurch Office the Thursday prior to your selected Sundggu can call th€hurch
Office between 9AM and Noon each weekday, leave a note thre desk, or send an ema let us
know the occasion or memoriam for this wonderful gift of beatification of the worship.

8/05 - OPEN
8/19 - Bobbie Brendle

l'¢¢9b5!'b/ 9 !'b5 DLxLbD ¢h h}w [ hwb5
FOR JULY 2018
7/01/18 7/08/18 7/15/18 7/22/18
Learning Hour 29 26 32 41
Worship 72 85 80 84
General Fund Offering{ 5,800.00 | 2,230.00 | 2,937.83 | 2,192.45

General Fun®fferings, June 2018 = $11,965.82
General Fundxpenses, June 2018 = $11,948.99
Difference =+ $ 16.83 (offeringsexceededkxpensep

NeededEach Week $3,34073

THE FRED T. FOARD SENIORS will meet at Noon onWedneslay, August f' at Ebenezer
Methodist Everyone is invited to these gatherings.H)

THE MEN OF GRACE will meet on Satrday, August 11", at 9:00 AM at Four Peas in a Pod
Restaurant on Hwy. 70 in Conover (in the shopping sB@A RS 2 | f ANB Sy Q:
Bring a friend! (PG)

KATHY WILL BE OUT OF THE CHURCH OFFICE August 1% through the 17 in order to
attend the NALC Annual Convocation. She is serving as the Delegate from Shiloh Luth
Church. Therefore, the Sunday Bulletin for August Wél be printed on Friday, August
10".  Any information you may have for the August"l8ulletin, please submit to the
Church Office by Thursday, Augut 9




VOLUNTEER DAY AT ECCCM for the members at Grace is Tuesday, Jufj. 3fach church is
assigned certain days to help aridey are counting on us July 81 Their hours of
operation are 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Volunteepportunities include bagging food for
distribution, stocking shelves, filling client orders at the diiweugh door, and sorting
donations. The facility is located at 245 East North Street, Newton. Please take a fev
hours and help out and volunteer this important ministry. Take a friend or two along.

LUTHERAN WEEK IN DENVER will be held August 13through the 17". Please keep all
involved in this event in your prayers before, during, and after the evehihe NALC
Mission Festival and Consation will gather Aug. 217 | NRdzy R (G KS G KSYS
[ FEfAYy3AZ DFEGKSNRAY3IAS 9y fAIKGSYAy3I: { I yOiA
Sherry Weddell, author of Forming Intentional Disciples, and Katherine Coolidge of the
Catherine of Bna Institute. The Convocation begins with the annual Mission Festival and
Mission District meetings on Wednesday afternoon and evening. Events preceding the
Convocation are the BraatenBenne Lectures in Theology (Aubb)14he Women of the
NALC Annudbathering (Aug. 14), the Ventures in Youth Ministry Symposium (Att#)13
and Discipleship Coaching (Aug. 14). Braatéhy yS [ SOGdzNBa Ay ¢KS
GKS 1 2t& {LANRGE A a-Benrfe SectirésInyBheoldgy oniiTkeSday. |
afternoon &/ R 2 SRy SaRlIe Y2NYyAy3aoed {LISF{SNAR F2NJ
Burdette, curate of the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Dallas, Texas; D
Maurice Lee of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Santa Barbara, Calif.; Dr. Mark Mattes
Grand Vew University in Des Moines, lowa; Dr. Orrey McFarland of Grace Lutheran Churcl
in Thornville, Ohio; and Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker of Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minr
22YSy 2F GKS b![/ lyydaf DFGKSNAYy3I aGD2R
the Women of the NALC Annual Gathering on Tuesday, Aug. 14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tt
featured speaker is Pastor Pamela Thorson of House of Prayer Lutheran Church i
Elizabethtown, Ky., and Dean of the Heartland Mission District.

STUFF THE TONKA TRUCK for NALC Disaster Response. Gift Cards will ( @
gathered at the NALC Annual Convocatomelp disaster victimsThis year ™~ -
GKS qaddzF¥ GKS GNHzO1¢ SOSyd oAttt

household goods (like last year), we will stuff giftdsainto a Tonka toy ‘
truck. When purchasing gift cards, please consider chain stores that a

YIye LI OSa | ONRPaad b2NIK ! YSNAOIFZI &dzOK I
cards can be in any amournf.you would like to donate any gift carddepse give them to
Kathy Hefner in the Church Office NO LATERRhiday morning, August 10
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CAROLINAS LUTHERAN WOMEN will have their Annual Convocation on Saturday,
September 29, at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Statesville. This yearsith
"ROAD TRIP: Navigating Your Faith Journey". The registration fee is $8.00, which incl|
lunch. Registration and light refreshments begin at 9:30 with the meeting beginning
10:00 and ending with lunch. -Kind Gifts of nofperishable foods Wiibe donated to the
Iredell Christian Ministries. The monetary offering will be divided between the two newe
Mission Congregations in the Carolina Mission DistricTriangle Lutheran Mission
(Morrisville, NC) and Joy Lutheran Church (W. Columbia, BE€yistration forms are
available on their websitévww.carolinaslutheranwomen.orgy in the Church Office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD is already gearing up for their November collection of
Christmas Shoeboxes. Take advantage of the summer sales and Back to School sale
begin gatheing items now to fill a Shoebox, or two, or more!

Another special emphasis of Christmas in July occurred during VBS as we be
FAEEAY3a GKS / KAtRNBYQa / KNRadGYla {K2S02
the Shoeboxes, we will surefgach the goal of over 100 shoeboxes by November 11 (th
due date for all shoeboxes).

One important word about the $9 charder each shoebox to cover the shipping:
YOU DO NOT NEED TO include cash or check in your shoebox. Instead, you can mak
chSO1 2dzi (2 WDNIOS [dzZi KSNIyQX YR 0S &dz
it in the offering plate on Sunday and we will write one check when we take the shoebox
to the collection warehouse in November. Be sure to calculate $9 for eaab8xo If you
KFdS ftNBFTRe gNRGGSY @2dzNJ OKSOl G2 {F Yl
worry. We have collected those checks out of your boxes and have forwarded them on
{FYFENROGFY QA tdzZNBRS a2 @2dz R2y Qg inKalb@xSfor 8 2
months. You can also go online and pay for your shipping that way. This enables yol
track you shoebox and see exactly where it goes.

[ SGQ&a O2ylGAydzS G2 FAtf (KS&aS {K2S02E
our goal of 100Shoeboxes, bringing Jesus to the poor and needy children around tl
world. Pick up your empty Shoebox on Sundays and bring them back filled. Thank you.

Also, be sure to put the "boy" or "girl" label on the shoebox and CHECK which ¢
group it is for. DO NOT INCLUDE candy or ANY food, toothpaste, gum, used or damage
items, warrelated items, seeds, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakab
items, glass containers, or aerosol cafgy to include a variety of items. Also, be brave
and filla box for the older boys and girls. They receive the least amount of boxes for t
older children.




VOLUNTEERS FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH AND NURSERY are needed. If you are willing to
serve in this ministry, please contact the Church Office or Joy Heavner.h&lp would be
greatly appreciated.

UPCOMING VIA DE CRISTO WEEKENDS

There are a series of upcoming weekends to attend a Lutheran Via de Cristo retreat
The Via de Cristo weekends are spiritual retreats which will enrich your faith and your walk
withJe&i dza / KNR a il o LG KFra 0SSy y204SR o0& YI y¢
gl t1 6AGK WSadzaoé

[ A060& ¢NI@A&a oAff 0SS 2y GKS G4SIFHY 62N
¢t2RR / KAfRSNE gAff 0SS YI{Ay3 (KS aSyQa 2

The Fall Weky Ra I NBY 2 2 X Segp@iber2l@8 TSYHBy Qac 2 S
Sept. 2730; Mixed Weekend; October 1114. If you would like to attend a weekend
please speak with Pastor Gil or any of the other disciples of Grace who have attended :
weekend: Rick & Cindywins, Sheila Drum, Pastor Gil & Karen Gilbert, Don & Nicky Jarrett,
Mike Pisko, Alan & Stormy Shull, David & Iris Sigmon, and Herb & Libby Travis.

CONGRESS DELIBERATING OVER TAX-EXEMPT IRS LAWS

The House passed a measure Thursday to block the IRS fiognhfusds revoking
the taxexempt status of churches that participate in political campaigns. The legislation
limits the agency from rescinding the groups'-Esempt status and requires the express
approval of the IRS commissioner to do so. The poldsr nas included in a funding
package "minbus" that passed 217 to 199, largely along party lines.

The new measure appears to target the Johnson Amendment, which prohibits
religious groups and churches from getting involved in political activities. Many
Republicans and the religious right have long railed against the Johnson Amendment, an
t NEBAaARSY(d ¢NHzYL)] LINBPYAASR flFad &@SFEN G2 ai

Politico noted that the measure will likely face pushback in the Senate: Sen. Ron
Wyden (DOre.), thetop5 SY2ONI G 2y GKS {SyIFrGdSQ CAYIl y«
SOSNE G22ft Fd Yé RAaLRalfé¢ G2 aidz2L) {Syl
the bill.

The measure was also passed just days after the Treasury Department said it woulc
no longerrequire some tasxexempt groups to disclose their donors to the IRS.

The Carolinas District September meeting will include a presentation by a certified
tax consultant who will explain the new tax laws for clergy, which includes clergy no longer
being ableto take Itemized Business Deductions (Form 2106) beginning in 2018.
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BOARD NOTES
(from regular monthly meeting afuly 8 2018)
- Devotions given byRick Biven®llowed by Holy Communion
conducted by Pastor Gilbert.
- Old Business: None
- New Business:

Pastor Gilbert will be on vacation October 8 through Octobé
22. Rev. Bob Alle will be the Supply Pastor while Pastor Gil is
Fgledd tlFad2NI W2Ky [Ay3fS GAf
emergencies in the congregation.

NALGP-CAT Team is reqating the GraceChurch Bus for
the team to travel to Columbus Ohio for a NALCART meeting.
Pastor Gil will be dving Approved.

The Intentional Interim Ministry Program that Pastor G
attended last April includes a presentation in the local
congregation. Tis includes a Saturday seminar for the Leaders
and any in the congregation who wish to attend. The first will |
2y G¢KS CdzidzaNB¢ FlLOAtAGFGSR
2y G SFRSNEKALX TFLFOAtAGFGSR
Claremont). iese gatherings will be sometime in August
SeptemberOctober. Watch for more details to follow.
Learning: All is set for VBS on 7/2226. The Church Bus trip to
The Ark in Kentucky has bepastponed.

Property: Motion made to open bids for the lawn m@&wvwhich
has been in storage for 2 years.

Worship: The interior of Union Church has been cleaned by St
Suther, Joe Momier, Past@il, and Rick Bivens.

Community Outreach: Canned goods needed for ECCCM and
Soup Kitchen.

Witness: Libby Travis is working K S dzLJO2 YAy 3 +
2SS1USYR® ¢2RR / KAf RSNER gAff
Weekend in September.

Fellowship: Rev. Heidi Punt will be the Guest Pastor for
Homecoming on August 26.

Cemetery: Board charged Herb Travis to review regulations fo
GraceCemetery as well as costs.

Youth Ministry: Luther League is going well and meets at area|
churches on a rotating basis.

¢ NB I & dzNB Wa givemily RigkBiliens and was received
information.

Next Meeting will be August 12 at 4:00 p.m.

Meeting was adjurned with prayer by Pastor Gil.

You never have to i
advertise a fire. i
Everyone comes i

running when :
there's a fire. :
Likewise, if your :
church is on fire, :

you will not have to i
advertise it. The H
community will :
already know it. :

-

ORDERS FOR MEMORIAL
GARDEN BRICKS will once
again be taken. The bricks
are 12"x12". Forms are in
the Narthex and on the
table in the Choir Robe
room. If you wish to aer
a brick, please complete
one form for each brick
desired. Attach a check for
$100.00 per brick to the
order form(s) and place
them in the offering plate.
The check should be made
payable to "Grace Lutheran
Church" and "Memorial
Garden Brick" should éb
placed on the memo line of
the check. The order will
be placed after we have at
least 5 bricks so that we
can obtain free shipping on
the order. Currently we
have 2 orders.




WATER MISSION has providedSafe Water for 313,000 RefugeeJhe Grace Leadeiigh
Board has embraced support of the Water Mission ministry and here is one of the reasons
why.

U There are two seasons in Nyarugusu Refugee Settlement, one of mud and anothel
2F Rdzaldo® 2S5SQ@S 06SSy Ay GKS Rdzade &St 3
along the sides of roads are orange with red African soll, stirred up by countless aid
trucks moving through the camp. Children love to play along these roads, or just sit
and watch the trucks go by, so they become filthy from the dwest do we.

U Water Misson has been working in Nyarugusu since September 2015 when we
responded to an emergency need to supply safe drinking water to 30,000 refugees
from Burundi. Because that 2015 project was so successful, and because the
number of refugees in need of safe wathas grown to 313,000 in three camps, the
Poul Due Jensen Foundati@awarded Water Mission a$5.3 million grant to (1)
make all the water served to refugees in western Tanzania safe to drink and (2) enc
dependence on costly, unreliable diesel generators by adding solar power at water
sources.

U Water Mission now has two large solar arrays under construction to provide power
for two existing boreholes in Nyarugusu. Four treatment enclosures are also under
construction; each will house automatic water treatment systems that will reliably
render water safe for the refugeesand for anyone from anywhere in the world,
for that matter. In less than two : '
weeks, a drill rig and crew wil
arrive at  Nyarugusu to™
condruct three to five new g,
boreholes to produce clearEtigs
water, which is much morefi
easily treated than the muddy £
contaminated  river  water
source originally used. : :

i Each of these new boreholes will be equipped Wlth splavered systems to
increase reliability andave fuel through the use of clean energy from the sun. The
goal is to have this work completed within the year. Other similar work in the two
remaining refugee camps will begin over the next few months.

U This past week, an engineer asked for a truck teedto Nyarugusu so that he and a
technician from our team could gather some data for the new sptavered
aeadsSya o6SQONB | 02dzi TtitRat is\hisgol ledcdptdthatbtisii
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gla | {lGdd2NRIFced |I'S RARYQU &l &, but ke thel K
Hn 2N 42 20KSNJ aldl FF K SONBES sée $host offiirena
sitting on the side of the road and understand that lives are at stake, that the
work is urgent.

U They are compelled to get the job done quickly and donktrsp it will last. Like
other Water Mission staff, this particular engineer is a Christian, moved by faith at
0KS KSINI 2F WSadza / KNAAalG 6K2 &l ARZ
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you didYo§ ¢ 6 a | (1 (-&6% ¢
9PSNE RIFI&3X o0& D2RQAa AYONBRAOES 3ANI OS
for every refugee living in Nyarugusu Refugee Settlement.

CHUCKLE: A Baptist preacher went to see a member of the community and invited hir
to come to Church on Sunday morning. The man was a producer of fine peach bra
and told the preacher he would love to attend his Chul€lthe Pastor would drink
some of his brandy and admit doing so in front of the congregation. The preach
agreed and drak up.

Sunday morning came and the man came to Church. The preacher recognized
from the pulpit and said: "I see Mr. Johnson is here with us this morning. | want
thank him publicly for his hospitality this week and especially for the peaches lee ge
me and the spirit in which they were given." - Author Unknown



UPCOMING CHRISTIAN MOVIES YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS

U Think about this: God is sitting across the table form you. What questions would
you ask Him first? T is the theme of the upcoming movid ! y Ly i SNIJA
D 2 Rsarring David Strathairn and Brenton Thwaites. It will be in theaters for a
special threenight event, August 20, 21 and 22. Check your local theater listings.

U Not to be confused with a 2012 A S 2 F (K KEI ¥ Swill atr WS =
Kevin Sorbo in yet another film about faith under fire. Set in a forgotten
neighborhood overrun by gang violence, a community will struggle to hold fast to
their beliefs as teens are targeted for gang reanent. With the arrival of a certain
pastor, however, everything is about to change. Fall, 2018

U HamnQa a! yoNR]Syé AYiNRRdAdzOSR @A SsSNE
soldier Louis Zamperini, who survived horrible conditions in a Japanese prsener
gk NI OF YLI® . dzli GKIFG ol VoBBTOYXIf FiRKKSE2
looking to set the record straight. After returning home to California and marrying
his sweetheart Cynthia Applewhite, Zamperini found himself wrestling with PTSD
and sufering constant nightmares. As anger and depression threaten to destroy his
marriage, Cynthia encourages Louis to attend the 1949 Billy Graham crusade where
his life is changed forever. Fall, 2018

Already in theaters and on DVD:

| Can Only Imagine - Most Christians know this inspiring song by MercyMe, but how
many have heard the incredible true story behind it? Based on the life of vocalist Bart
aAfftFNRZ L /Iy hyté LYF3aAYyS OKNRBYAOfSa .|
to a place of forgieness. There is no pain heaven cannot heal.

Paul, Apostle of Christ - Recounting the life of a biblical figure, Paul, Apostle of
Christ will tell the story of how Paul went from an infamous persecutor of Christians to one
2T WSadza |/ KNJaBajostias. Ac@ralamesiFaukhedz®nfayd Paul, while former
Passion of the Christ star Jim Caviezel will make an appearance as the disciple Luk
Brimming with potential, this upcoming film could showcase all the hope, redemption, and
forgiveness whichfi RS NB O2 NBR t | dzf Q& & LJA NR (dzl £ 22 dzNJ

D2RQ& b2dG 5S8SIRY | JOSKIGSNAY 2K S | ZIHNINY
released from prison following the events of the previous film. When growing social
tension results in his home churclkeibg burned down, a devastated Dave will find himself
guestioning his spiritual resolve. Bruised and embattled on every side, this pastor will soon
RAAO20OSNI K2g [/ KNRaAGQa GAOG2NER OlFy 0SS ¥F2dz
we need is time tdeal, rebuild, and reconnect. Now available on DVD
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Mary Magdalene - This film from Universal Pictures is sure to elicit both
anticipation and frustration from Christian viewers. As the name suggests, Ma
Magdalene will focus on the celebrated followalr Christ while depicting her interactions
GAOK WSadza YR KA&a RAAOAL Sad ¢KAA Y20A
the life of this fascinating biblical figure.

Samson - Samson is a 2018 biblical film inspired by the story of Samdbe ook
of Judges. The Philistines are collecting food from Hebrews. In the back, Samson, a He
from the tribe of Dan and his brother Caleb are attempting to steal food while Samson
telling riddles. However, they get caught and get chased throagtity by Philistine
soldiers. Samson then gets brought before a Philistine crowd where Rallah is now sitting
King as Samson's hair has grown back. He asks God for his forgiveness and brings the
Philistine building to fall along with their idoThe Hebrews now fighting back against the
Philistines where the movie ends. We see a young David who would take up against
Philistines and become Israel's king. A good movie, especially if you do not know
biblical story of Samson. On DVD.

A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON YOUR CHRISTMAS EVE GIFT

Pastor Gilbert and the Leadership Board will undertake a special giving emphasis
our Christmas giving which came out of the Adult VBS class last month. The en
Christmas Eve offering will go to help the poodareedy locally and in other parts of the
world. How are we going to do this?

This Christmas Eve, every family will be asked to bring your Christmas Eve offe
equal to the same amount you spend on Christmas gifts for family and friends. We
doingthis for several reasons: We are behind in making contributions to the local helpil
agencies in our area, in addition to our benevolence to the NALC, both of which \
approved as a congregation in the 2018 Spending Plan.

This special Christmas givinglwe split 2 ways: half going to local agencies (Sou
Kitchen, ECCCM, etc.) and the remaining half gointpgoNALC Ethiopian church Relief
Fund. This fund was established to help Christians in western and southwestern Ethic
who experience persecun by Islamic radicaldVhat better time to give these gifts to
GK2asS Ay ySSR GKFy |40 [/ KNRadGYlao 2§ |
OSt SoONYGAZ2Yy 2F 2dz2NJ [ 2NRQa OANIK FyR KS
hungry and the dow-trodden. So put aside a little in the coming months as you spend o
Christmas gifts and put the same amount in a jar for your Christmas Eve offering. Tl
bring that offering to the Christmas Eve worship on December 24. God will do great thir
through aur giving to others!
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Gracc Notcs

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church NALC
4536 Hickory Lincolnton Highway
Newton, NC 28658
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