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HOMECOMING 
Sunday, August 26th 
Worship at 10:30 AM 

Followed by Covered Dish Picnic 
 
Guest Preacher - Rev. Heidi Punt, Pastor 
at Christ United (NALC), Granite Falls 
 
(Pr. Heidi is the pastor that led the Women's 

Bible Study last Fall.) 
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From the Pastor’s Pen….. 
.  
 
Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,  
 A word of thanks is necessary to all of our VBS leaders and volunteers who 
made this year’s VBS (“Christmas in July”) one to remember. We saw angels and 
sang Christmas carols. We learned more about Mary and Joseph and the price they 
paid to bring Jesus into this world. We remembered Elizabeth and Zachariah 
(parents of John the Baptizer) and what important roles they played in the 
Christmas narrative. It was a very special time at Grace and special thanks to 
Nancy Leonard  for leading VBS. Her organization and year-long planning was truly 
evident. Thank you, Nancy, teachers, meal preparers, and all those who worked 
behind the scenes!  
 On a more personal note, thank you for all your prayers for my wife, Karen. 
As you know, she was diagnosed with breast cancer last month and the biopsy 
indicated that it was a 6 cm cancerous stage 1 tumor and would hopefully be 
removed through a lumpectomy. However, following the MRI procedure yesterday, 
the news was more discouraging. The actual size of the tumor was 11 cm deep into 
the breast and a total double mastectomy would be needed.  
 As I write you today, we have appointments scheduled with the surgeon and 
plastic surgeon in the next week, so a date for surgery has not yet been set, but will 
most likely be in early August followed by a period of healing and then several 
weeks of daily radiation. Thank you for your prayers for both of us as we walk this 
journey. God is with us through your support and prayers and we have placed our 
total hope and trust in Him.   
 
Blessings! 
Pr. Gil Gilbert, STS 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST 
× Communion Assistants -  Alan & Storm Shull 
× Ushers - Todd Childers, Joe Momier, Justin Whalen, David Wilfong 
× Greeter - Cindy Bivens 
× Altar Preparation - Lynette Momier, Belinda Wilfong 
× Children's Church and Nursery - Jodi Martin, Jill Matthews 
× Offering Tabulators - Mike Pisko, Alan Shull 

 

Please be mindful of your commitment to serve.  If you are unable to fulfill that commitment, be 
reminded that it is your responsibility to find someone to serve in your place. 
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                   FLOWER CHART FOR AUGUST 
8/05 - OPEN  8/12 - Dan & Tricia Panek 
8/19 - Bobbie Brendle 8/26 - Grace Lutheran Church            
 

If you wish to give the flowers for a given Sunday, please list your name on the 
chart in the narthex.  You are responsible for ordering the flowers from a florist 
of your choice; we do not have a standing order with any florist.  The liturgical 

color of the day is listed to assist you in selecting flowers appropriate for that Sunday.  You should 
contact the Church Office so that the correct information is placed in the bulleting for that Sunday.  
Please notify the Church Office the Thursday prior to your selected Sunday. You can call the Church 
Office between 9 AM and Noon each weekday, leave a note on the desk, or send an email to let us 
know the occasion or memoriam for this wonderful gift of beatification of the worship. 
 

!¢¢9b5!b/9 !b5 DL±LbD ¢h h¦w [hw5Ω{ ²hwY 
FOR JULY 2018 

 7/01/18 7/08/18 7/15/18 7/22/18 

Learning Hour 29 26 32 41 

Worship  72 85 80 84 

General Fund Offerings 5,800.00 2,230.00 2,937.83 2,192.45 

 
 

General Fund Offerings, June 2018 = $ 11,965.82 
General Fund Expenses, June 2018 = $ 11,948.99 

Difference = +  $ 16.83  (offerings exceeded expenses) 
 

Needed Each Week = $3,340.73  
 

 

THE FRED T. FOARD SENIORS will meet at Noon on Wednesday, August 1st at Ebenezer 
Methodist.  Everyone is invited to these gatherings.  (LH) 
 
THE MEN OF GRACE will meet on Saturday, August 11th, at 9:00 AM at Four Peas in a Pod 
Restaurant on Hwy. 70 in Conover (in the shopping strip bŜǎƛŘŜ ²ŀƭƎǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻƪ hǳǘύΦ  
Bring a friend!   (PG) 
 
KATHY WILL BE OUT OF THE CHURCH OFFICE August 13th through the 17th in order to 
attend the NALC Annual Convocation.  She is serving as the Delegate from Shiloh Lutheran 
Church.  Therefore, the Sunday Bulletin for August 19th will be printed on Friday, August 
10th.  Any information you may have for the August 19th bulletin, please submit to the 
Church Office by Thursday, August 9th. 
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VOLUNTEER DAY AT ECCCM for the members at Grace is Tuesday, July 31st.  Each church is 
assigned certain days to help and they are counting on us July 31st.  Their hours of 
operation are 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Volunteer opportunities include bagging food for 
distribution, stocking shelves, filling client orders at the drive-through door, and sorting 
donations.  The facility is located at 245 East North Street, Newton.  Please take a few 
hours and help out and volunteer in this important ministry.  Take a friend or two along.     
 
LUTHERAN WEEK IN DENVER will be held August 13th through the 17th.  Please keep all 
involved in this event in your prayers before, during, and after the event.  The NALC 
Mission Festival and Convocation will gather Aug. 15-мт ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΥ 
/ŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ 9ƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ {ŀƴŎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎΦέ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
Sherry Weddell, author of Forming Intentional Disciples, and Katherine Coolidge of the 
Catherine of Siena Institute. The Convocation begins with the annual Mission Festival and 
Mission District meetings on Wednesday afternoon and evening. Events preceding the 
Convocation are the BraatenBenne Lectures in Theology (Aug. 14-15), the Women of the 
NALC Annual Gathering (Aug. 14), the Ventures in Youth Ministry Symposium (Aug. 13-14) 
and Discipleship Coaching (Aug. 14). Braaten-.ŜƴƴŜ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ά¢ƘŜ tŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀŀǘŜƴ-Benne Lectures in Theology on Tuesday 
afternoon aƴŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ 5ǊΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
Burdette, curate of the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Dallas, Texas; Dr. 
Maurice Lee of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Santa Barbara, Calif.; Dr. Mark Mattes of 
Grand View University in Des Moines, Iowa; Dr. Orrey McFarland of Grace Lutheran Church 
in Thornville, Ohio; and Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker of Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn. 
²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b![/ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ άDƻŘ ƛǎ hǳǊ wŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ 
the Women of the NALC Annual Gathering on Tuesday, Aug. 14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
featured speaker is Pastor Pamela Thorson of House of Prayer Lutheran Church in 
Elizabethtown, Ky., and Dean of the Heartland Mission District.  
 
STUFF THE TONKA TRUCK for NALC Disaster Response.  Gift Cards will be 
gathered at the NALC Annual Convocation to help disaster victims. This year 
ǘƘŜ άǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ¢ƻƴƪŀ ǘƻȅ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
household goods (like last year), we will stuff gift cards into a Tonka toy 
truck. When purchasing gift cards, please consider chain stores that are in 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ IƻƳŜ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ [ƻǿŜΩǎΣ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ ƻǊ ²ŀƭƳŀǊǘΦ DƛŦǘ 
cards can be in any amount. If you would like to donate any gift cards, please give them to 
Kathy Hefner in the Church Office NO LATER than Friday morning, August 10th. 
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CAROLINAS LUTHERAN WOMEN will have their Annual Convocation on Saturday, 
September 29th, at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Statesville.  This year's theme is 
"ROAD TRIP: Navigating Your Faith Journey".  The registration fee is $8.00, which includes 
lunch.  Registration and light refreshments begin at 9:30 with the meeting beginning at 
10:00 and ending with lunch.  In-Kind Gifts of non-perishable foods will be donated to the 
Iredell Christian Ministries.  The monetary offering will be divided between the two newest 
Mission Congregations in the Carolina Mission District - Triangle Lutheran Mission 
(Morrisville, NC) and Joy Lutheran Church (W. Columbia, SC).  Registration forms are 
available on their website (www.carolinaslutheranwomen.org) or in the Church Office. 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD is already gearing up for their November collection of 
Christmas Shoeboxes.  Take advantage of the summer sales and Back to School sales and 
begin gathering items now to fill a Shoebox, or two, or more!   
 Another special emphasis of Christmas in July occurred during VBS as we began 
ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ƘƻŜōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜΦ Lƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ 
the Shoeboxes, we will surely reach the goal of over 100 shoeboxes by November 11 (the 
due date for all shoeboxes).  
 One important word about the $9 charge for each shoebox to cover the shipping:  
YOU DO NOT NEED TO include cash or check in your shoebox. Instead, you can make your 
chŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ΨDǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ άCƻǊΥ {ƘƻŜōƻȄέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ƭƛƴŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
it in the offering plate on Sunday and we will write one check when we take the shoeboxes 
to the collection warehouse in November. Be sure to calculate $9 for each Shoebox.  If you 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ {ƘƻŜōƻȄΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
worry. We have collected those checks out of your boxes and have forwarded them on to 
{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǎƛǘting in a box for 4 
months.  You can also go online and pay for your shipping that way.  This enables you to 
track you shoebox and see exactly where it goes.   
 [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ƘƻŜōƻȄŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ǳƴǘƛƭ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŜǘ 
our goal of 100 Shoeboxes, bringing Jesus to the poor and needy children around the 
world. Pick up your empty Shoebox on Sundays and bring them back filled. Thank you. 
 Also, be sure to put the "boy" or "girl" label on the shoebox and CHECK which age 
group it is for.  DO NOT INCLUDE candy or ANY food, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged 
items, war-related items, seeds, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable 
items, glass containers, or aerosol cans.  Try to include a variety of items.  Also, be brave 
and fill a box for the older boys and girls.  They receive the least amount of boxes for the 
older children. 
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VOLUNTEERS FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH AND NURSERY are needed.  If you are willing to 
serve in this ministry, please contact the Church Office or Joy Heavner.  Your help would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

UPCOMING VIA DE CRISTO WEEKENDS 
 There are a series of upcoming weekends to attend a Lutheran Via de Cristo retreat. 
The Via de Cristo weekends are spiritual retreats which will enrich your faith and your walk 
with Jeǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 
ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
 [ƛōōȅ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 
¢ƻŘŘ /ƘƛƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нт-30. 
 The Fall WeekŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜΥ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ς September 13-мсΤ aŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ς 
Sept. 27-30; Mixed Weekend ς October 11-14.  If you would like to attend a weekend 
please speak with Pastor Gil or any of the other disciples of Grace who have attended a 
weekend: Rick & Cindy Bivens, Sheila Drum, Pastor Gil & Karen Gilbert, Don & Nicky Jarrett, 
Mike Pisko, Alan & Stormy Shull, David & Iris Sigmon, and Herb & Libby Travis. 

 
CONGRESS DELIBERATING OVER TAX-EXEMPT IRS LAWS 
 The House passed a measure Thursday to block the IRS from using funds revoking 
the tax-exempt status of churches that participate in political campaigns.  The legislation 
limits the agency from rescinding the groups' tax-exempt status and requires the express 
approval of the IRS commissioner to do so. The policy rider was included in a funding 
package "mini-bus" that passed 217 to 199, largely along party lines. 
 The new measure appears to target the Johnson Amendment, which prohibits 
religious groups and churches from getting involved in political activities.  Many 
Republicans and the religious right have long railed against the Johnson Amendment, and 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇ  ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ άǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅέ ƛǘΦ 
 Politico noted that the measure will likely face pushback in the Senate: Sen. Ron 
Wyden (D-Ore.), the top 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜΩ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƻƻƭ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭέ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ {ŜƴŀǘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the bill. 
 The measure was also passed just days after the Treasury Department said it would 
no longer require some tax-exempt groups to disclose their donors to the IRS. 
 The Carolinas District September meeting will include a presentation by a certified 
tax consultant who will explain the new tax laws for clergy, which includes clergy no longer 
being able to take Itemized Business Deductions (Form 2106) beginning in 2018. 
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ORDERS FOR MEMORIAL 
GARDEN BRICKS will once 
again be taken.  The bricks 
are 12"x12".  Forms are in 
the Narthex and on the 
table in the Choir Robe 
room.  If you wish to order 
a brick, please complete 
one form for each brick 
desired. Attach a check for 
$100.00 per brick to the 
order form(s) and place 
them in the offering plate.  
The check should be made 
payable to "Grace Lutheran 
Church" and "Memorial 
Garden Brick" should be 
placed on the memo line of 
the check.  The order will 
be placed after we have at 
least 5 bricks so that we 
can obtain free shipping on 
the order.  Currently we 
have 2 orders. 

BOARD NOTES 
(from regular monthly meeting of July 8, 2018) 

-  Devotions given by Rick Bivens followed by Holy Communion 
conducted by Pastor Gilbert. 
-  Old Business: None 
-  New Business: 
     Pastor Gilbert will be on vacation October 8 through October 
22. Rev. Bob Alle will be the Supply Pastor while Pastor Gil is 
ŀǿŀȅΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ [ƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ŀƴȅ 
emergencies in the congregation. 
 NALC-P-CAT Team is requesting the Grace Church Bus for 
the team to travel to Columbus Ohio for a NALC P-CAT meeting. 
Pastor Gil will be driving. Approved. 
 The Intentional Interim Ministry Program that Pastor Gil 
attended last April includes a presentation in the local 
congregation. This includes a Saturday seminar for the Leaders 
and any in the congregation who wish to attend. The first will be 
ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ DƛƭōŜǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƻƴ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ DŀǊȅ IŀŘŘƻŎƪ ό{ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎΣ 
Claremont). These gatherings will be sometime in August- 
September-October. Watch for more details to follow.  
Learning: All is set for VBS on 7/22-7/26. The Church Bus trip to 
The Ark in Kentucky has been postponed. 
Property: Motion made to open bids for the lawn mower which 
has been in storage for 2 years. 
Worship: The interior of Union Church has been cleaned by Steve 
Suther, Joe Momier, Pastor Gil, and Rick Bivens. 
Community Outreach: Canned goods needed for ECCCM and 
Soup Kitchen. 
Witness: Libby Travis is working ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ±Ř/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ¢ƻŘŘ /ƘƛƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±Ř/ aŜƴΩǎ 
Weekend in September. 
Fellowship: Rev. Heidi Punt will be the Guest Pastor for 
Homecoming on August 26. 
Cemetery: Board charged Herb Travis to review regulations for 
Grace Cemetery as well as costs. 
Youth Ministry: Luther League is going well and meets at area 
churches on a rotating basis. 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ was given by Rick Bivens and was received as 
information.  
Next Meeting will be August 12 at 4:00 p.m. 
Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Gil. 

 

You  never have to 
advertise a fire. 

Everyone comes 

running when 
there's a fire. 

Lik ewise, if your 
church is on fire, 

you will not have to 
advertise it. The 

community will 
already know it.  
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WATER MISSION has provided Safe Water for 313,000 Refugees.  The Grace Leadership 
Board has embraced support of the Water Mission ministry and here is one of the reasons 
why. 
ü There are two seasons in Nyarugusu Refugee Settlement, one of mud and another 
ƻŦ ŘǳǎǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
along the sides of roads are orange with red African soil, stirred up by countless aid 
trucks moving through the camp. Children love to play along these roads, or just sit 
and watch the trucks go by, so they become filthy from the dustτas do we. 

ü Water Mission has been working in Nyarugusu since September 2015 when we 
responded to an emergency need to supply safe drinking water to 30,000 refugees 
from Burundi. Because that 2015 project was so successful, and because the 
number of refugees in need of safe water has grown to 313,000 in three camps, the 
Poul Due Jensen Foundation awarded Water Mission a $5.3 million grant to (1) 
make all the water served to refugees in western Tanzania safe to drink and (2) end 
dependence on costly, unreliable diesel generators by adding solar power at water 
sources.  

ü Water Mission now has two large solar arrays under construction to provide power 
for two existing boreholes in Nyarugusu. Four treatment enclosures are also under 
construction; each will house automatic water treatment systems that will reliably 
render water safe for the refugeesτand for anyone from anywhere in the world, 
for that matter. In less than two 
weeks, a drill rig and crew will 
arrive at Nyarugusu to 
construct three to five new 
boreholes to produce clear 
water, which is much more 
easily treated than the muddy, 
contaminated river water 
source originally used. 

ü Each of these new boreholes will be equipped with solar-powered systems to 
increase reliability and save fuel through the use of clean energy from the sun. The 
goal is to have this work completed within the year. Other similar work in the two 
remaining refugee camps will begin over the next few months. 

ü This past week, an engineer asked for a truck to drive to Nyarugusu so that he and a 
technician from our team could gather some data for the new solar-powered 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΦ bƻǘ ǘƻƻ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭτthat is his jobτexcept that this 

https://www.pdjf.dk/en/
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ǿŀǎ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ, but like the 
нл ƻǊ ǎƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΦ Our staff see those children 
sitting on the side of the road and understand that lives are at stake, that the 
work is urgent. 

ü They are compelled to get the job done quickly and done right so it will last. Like 
other Water Mission staff, this particular engineer is a Christian, moved by faith and 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for ƳŜέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥом-46). 
9ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
for every refugee living in Nyarugusu Refugee Settlement. 
 

 

 
 

 
CHUCKLE: A Baptist preacher went to see a member of the community and invited him 
to come to Church on Sunday morning. The man was a producer of fine peach brandy 
and told the preacher he would love to attend his Church IF the Pastor would drink 
some of his brandy and admit doing so in front of the congregation. The preacher 
agreed and drank up.  
 Sunday morning came and the man came to Church. The preacher recognized him 
from the pulpit and said: "I see Mr. Johnson is here with us this morning. I want to 
thank him publicly for his hospitality this week and especially for the peaches he gave 
me and the spirit in which they were given."                                      - Author Unknown  
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UPCOMING CHRISTIAN  MOVIES YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS 
ü Think about this: God is sitting across the table form you. What questions would 

you ask Him first? This is the theme of the upcoming movie  ά!ƴ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ 
DƻŘέ starring David Strathairn and Brenton Thwaites. It will be in theaters for a 
special three-night event, August  20, 21 and 22. Check your local theater listings. 

ü Not to be confused with a 2016 ƳƻǾƛŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊέ will star  
Kevin Sorbo in yet another film about faith under fire. Set in a forgotten 
neighborhood overrun by gang violence, a community will struggle to hold fast to 
their beliefs as teens are targeted for gang recruitment. With the arrival of a certain 
pastor, however, everything is about to change. Fall, 2018 

ü нлмпΩǎ ά¦ƴōǊƻƪŜƴέ  ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ hƭȅƳǇƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ²²LL 
soldier Louis Zamperini, who survived horrible conditions in a Japanese prisoner-of-
ǿŀǊ ŎŀƳǇΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ά¦ƴōǊƻƪŜƴΥ tŀǘƘ ǘƻ wŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴέ is 
looking to set the record straight. After returning home to California and marrying 
his sweetheart Cynthia Applewhite, Zamperini found himself wrestling with PTSD 
and suffering constant nightmares. As anger and depression threaten to destroy his 
marriage, Cynthia encourages Louis to attend the 1949 Billy Graham crusade where 
his life is changed forever. Fall, 2018 

Already in theaters and on DVD: 
 I Can Only Imagine - Most Christians know this inspiring song by MercyMe, but how 
many have heard the incredible true story behind it? Based on the life of vocalist Bart 
aƛƭƭŀǊŘΣ L /ŀƴ hƴƭȅ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ .ŀǊǘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 
to a place of forgiveness. There is no pain heaven cannot heal. 
 Paul, Apostle of Christ - Recounting the life of a biblical figure, Paul, Apostle of 
Christ will tell the story of how Paul went from an infamous persecutor of Christians to one 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛal apostles. Actor James Faulkner portrays Paul, while former 
Passion of the Christ star Jim Caviezel will make an appearance as the disciple Luke. 
Brimming with potential, this upcoming film could showcase all the hope, redemption, and 
forgiveness which uƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ bƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5±5Φ 
 DƻŘΩǎ bƻǘ 5ŜŀŘΥ ! [ƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ - ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ 
released from prison following the events of the previous film. When growing social 
tension results in his home church being burned down, a devastated Dave will find himself 
questioning his spiritual resolve. Bruised and embattled on every side, this pastor will soon 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ 
we need is time to heal, rebuild, and reconnect. Now available on DVD. 
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 Mary Magdalene - This film from Universal Pictures is sure to elicit both 
anticipation and frustration from Christian viewers. As the name suggests, Mary 
Magdalene will focus on the celebrated follower of Christ while depicting her interactions 
ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ 
the life of this fascinating biblical figure. 
 Samson - Samson is a 2018 biblical film  inspired by the story of Samson in the Book 
of Judges.  The Philistines are collecting food from Hebrews. In the back, Samson, a Hebrew 
from the tribe of Dan and his brother Caleb are attempting to steal food while Samson is 
telling riddles. However, they get caught and get chased through a city by Philistine 
soldiers. Samson then gets brought before a Philistine crowd where Rallah is now sitting as 
King as Samson's hair has grown back. He asks God for his forgiveness and brings the entire 
Philistine building to fall along with their idol. The Hebrews now fighting back against the 
Philistines where the movie ends. We see a young David who would take up against the 
Philistines and become Israel's king. A good movie, especially if you do not know the 
biblical story of Samson. On DVD. 
 
A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON YOUR CHRISTMAS EVE GIFT 
 Pastor Gilbert and the Leadership Board will undertake a special giving emphasis for 
our Christmas giving which came out of the Adult VBS class last month. The entire 
Christmas Eve offering will go to help the poor and needy locally and in other parts of the 
world.  How are we going to do this?  
 This Christmas Eve, every family will be asked to bring your Christmas Eve offering 
equal to the same amount you spend on Christmas gifts for family and friends.  We are 
doing this for several reasons: We are behind in making contributions to the local helping 
agencies in our area, in addition to our benevolence to the NALC, both of which we 
approved as a congregation in the 2018 Spending Plan.  
 This special Christmas giving will be split 2 ways: half going to local agencies (Soup 
Kitchen, ECCCM, etc.) and the remaining half going to the NALC Ethiopian church Relief 
Fund.  This fund was established to help Christians in western and southwestern Ethiopia 
who experience persecution by Islamic radicals. What better time to give these gifts to 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΗ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ DL±9 ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƪŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
hungry and the down-trodden. So put aside a little in the coming months as you spend on 
Christmas gifts and put the same amount in a jar for your Christmas Eve offering. Then 
bring that offering to the Christmas Eve worship on December 24. God will do great things 
through our giving to others! 



12 

 

Grace Notes  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church NALC  

4536 Hickory Lincolnton Highway  

Newton, NC  28658 


