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 Do you love a mystery?  Finding clues?  

Surviving the clues?  The Grace Lutheran VBS 

is for YOU!!!  All ages are welcome to join us 

Sunday, August 4, through Thursday, August 

8, with supper at 5:30 PM and classes from 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. Bring a friend or two - 

it will be a great time!! 

 

 

 
HOMECOMING AT GRACE 
     Sunday, August 25 
 Worship, followed by Covered Dish Picnic 
 Guest preacher will be Rev. Craig Beaton, STS 
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From the Pastor’s Pen….. 
 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Grace,  
 As we begin the month of August, I am caught in a whirlwind of activity and 
challenges.  The resignation of our musician, Dr. David Cortello, came as a real 
shock.  But realistically, who would think that a man such as David, with such talent, 
would remain at Grace long-term?  That was our greatest hope.  But God had other 
plans for David and we celebrate with him that he has been offered the full-time 
position at CVCC to head that department.  No one deserves it more and we send 
him on with our blessings and prayers. 
 Add to that the addition and arrival of our new intern (whom we will address 
as “Vicar” in the future), Taylor Rister. Please read her introduction in this 
newsletter. Taylor comes from a rich Lutheran background. Her mother, Dawn, is a 
Lutheran pastor and serves at Salem Lutheran in Salisbury NC. 
 Taylor will be shared with New Jerusalem/Hickory, St. Martin’s/Maiden and 
St. James/Newton with the pastors being her Internship Supervisors and Dr. Nathan 
Yoder at St. Martin’s being the lead supervisor.  Each congregation will have its own 
Internship Team who will meet regularly with Taylor to examine her progress and to 
help her with the rough edges as she experiences the parish ministry.  Upon 
completion of her internship year in August 2020, Taylor will be getting married and 
will be in the Call Process in the NALC. 
 There will be a Welcoming Event for Vicar Rister shortly after her arrival 
when all four congregations will come together to meet and greet her. We will also 
have a “pounding” in which food gifts and staples to fill her pantry will be presented 
by individual members. Keep on watch for that important event to be announced. 
 Personally, we are preparing for a week of Campfirmation, followed by a 
week of VBS, followed by a week of retreating to do parish planning, all the while 
serving as the interim at the new mission congregation, New Covenant in Valdese 
and conducting worship with them on Sunday afternoons, and then the Grace 
Homecoming on August 25!   Added to this, we welcome and are caring for our 
grandson, Sybastian, who will be living with us for an extended period of time.  
Whew!  Summer is a busy time. I’ll be glad when Fall is here. But I also remember 
saying the same about Summer!  Silly me! 
 
Peace be with you! 
 
Pastor Gil Gilbert 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR AUGUST 
 Lector - Shelly Scronce 
 Communion Assistants - Shannon & Nicholas Rodgers 
 Ushers - Johnny & Jane Moss, Todd & Susan Setzer 
 Greeter - Helen Leatherman 
 Altar Preparation - Lynette Momier, Belinda Wilfong 
 Children's Church/Nursery - Ricky & Cindy Bivens 
 Offering Tabulators - Todd Childers, Joe Momier 

 
Please be mindful of your commitment to serve.  If you are unable to fulfill that commitment, be 

reminded that it is your responsibility to find someone to serve in your place. 
                    

   FLOWER CHART FOR AUGUST 
8/04 - OPEN  8/11 - OPEN 
8/18 - OPEN   8/25 - Kim Parker 
 

If you wish to give the flowers for a given Sunday, please list your name 
on the chart in the narthex.  You are responsible for ordering the flowers 

from a florist of your choice; we do not have a standing order with any florist.  The liturgical 
color of the day is listed to assist you in selecting flowers appropriate for that Sunday.  You 
should contact the Church Office so that the correct information is placed in the bulletin for 
that Sunday.  Please notify the Church Office the Thursday prior to your selected Sunday. 
You can call the Church Office between 9 AM and Noon each weekday, leave a note on the 
desk, or send an email to let us know the occasion or memoriam for this wonderful gift of 
beatification of the worship. 
 

!¢¢9b5!b/9 !b5 DL±LbD ¢h h¦w [hw5Ω{ ²hwY 
FOR JUNE/JULY 2019 

 6/30/19 7/7/19 7/14/19 7/21/19 

Learning Hour 35 26 40 30 

Worship  73 60 76 59 

General Fund Offerings 952.00 5,996.00 2,631.00 1,289.26 

 
General Fund Offerings, June 2019 = $12,929.03  
General Fund Expenses, June 2019 = $13,185.08  

Difference =  -  $256.05 (expenses exceeded offerings) 
Needed Each Week = $3,363.06   
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SENIORS will meet for lunch at Noon on Wednesday, August 7, at Laurel Hill Methodist 
Church.  All Senior Citizens and Young at Heart are invited and welcome!   
 
THE MEN OF GRACE PRAYER BREAKFAST will be held on Saturday, August 10, at 9:00 AM 
at Four Peas in a Pod Restaurant on Hwy. 70 in Conover (in the shopping strip beside 
²ŀƭƎǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻƪ hǳǘύΦ  Great food, great fellowship, a fabulous prayer!  Bring a friend!   
 
THANK YOU to the people at Grace for the many thoughts, prayers, and cards that we 
received after the death of my brother.                                      - Helen & Harvey Leatherman 

 
 
CHURCH GROUNDS CLEAN-UP DAY will be Saturday, August 24.  All are 
welcome.  Bring your own tools (shovels, rakes, buckets, etc.) and help 
with the maintenance of the Church Property.  Work is always more fun 
with a group! 
 
 

REMINDER OF EARLY PRINTING OF BULLETIN:  Kathy will be leaving Monday, August 5, for 
the NALC Annual Convocation in Indianapolis, IN and will return Saturday, August 10.  The 
Sunday Bulletin for August 11th will be printed on Friday, August 2, so please have any 
information for that bulletin to Kathy prior to August 1.  Thank you. 
 
THE NALC NEWS FOR JULY is now available on line at www.thenalc.org.  There are also a 
few copies in the Narthex.  This article includes articles about: NALC Convocation to elect 
new bishop; Mission Festival to highlight relationship with Lutherans in Ethiopia and 
Tanzania; Braaten-Benne Lectures to focus on work of Holy Spirit; Ventures in Youth 
Ministry; It has been a joy to serve with you as your bishop - Message from Bishop John 
Bradosky; Bishop John Bradosky Fund for Life-to-Life Discipleship; Path to U.S. citizenship 
ƭŜŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΤ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ .ƻƻǘƘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΤ b![/ 
Disaster Response update; Anxiety and fear in the midst of transition - Ministry Matters 
from Pastor David Wendel; and more. 
 
PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN Friday, September 27, and Saturday, September 28, for the new 
Pictorial Directory.  More information will be forth coming but mark your calendar now so 
you can be part of this important ministry. 
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BOARD NOTES 
(from regular monthly meeting of July 14, 2019) 

 
Meeting called to order by Alan Shull, President. 
Opening Devotions were given by Alan Shull. Holy 
Communion distributed by Pr. Gilbert. 
June Meeting Minutes were approved. 
UNFINISHED (OLD) BUSINESS: SteepleJacks Co. has been 
contacted and Grace is on the calendar but they are super 
busy and cannot come at this time. They are to clean and 
straighten the steeple, clean windows and buttresses, awning 
over the upstairs entrance, replace 3rd floor windows and 
clean ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ 
Letters sent to all inactive members. 8 returned thus far. 
Report of results will be given in August. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Bus has been cleaned and is ready for Campfirmation. New 
tires, battery check, all good.   
Learning: VBS is on track for August 4-8. 
Property: There is air in water line (bladder). Needs to be 
checked. 
New Mailbox needs to be installed. Pr. Gil purchased new 
box. 
bŜǿ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
installed. 
Praise/Worship: Acolyte/crucifer ministry to begin following 
Campfirmation. Nicholas Rodgers to assist pastor with 
training other youth. 
Outreach: Canned goods/foods being delivered to 
homebound and gifted to ECCCM. 
Stephen Ministry: New training classes begin in September. 
Fellowship: Covered dish on July 28 as send off to 
Campfirmation students. Homecoming is August 25. Rev. 
Craig Beaton, STS, will be our guest pastor. 
Cemetery: Full accurate map needed for cemetery. Plots are 
missing.  
Meeting adjourned.  
Next meeting: August 11 at 4:00 pm. Devotions: Pastor Gil 
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JUNE UPDATE FROM FRANKLIN GRAHAM:  "Every year, Samaritan's Purse delights millions 
of children around the world by delivering shoebox gifts packed by people like you through 
our Operation Christmas Child project.  Ten years ago, Samaritan's Purse launched a follow-
up discipleship program called The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson series that churches use 
to teach Bible stories, memorize Scripture, and become soul-winners in their communities.  
We praise God that nearly 9 million boys and girls in 124 countries have made decisions for 
Christ through The Greatest Journey. Some of the ways God is using graduates of The 
Greatest Journey to make disciples, change their world, and multiply the Gospel impact of 
shoebox gifts are: 
  One is in the Middle East with a little girl that we'll call Selda.  Her family fled from 
fighting in their homeland and are living as refugees.  They settled in a place where 
Samaritan's Purse is working with local believers to provide relief to families in need.  Salda 
received a shoebox gift from Operation Christmas Child at a local church and enrolled in 
The Greatest Journey.   We praise God that 37 of the 40 children in her class came to faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
 Selda then had the joy of leading her mother and father to faith in Jesus.  That 
angered some in her extended family, and they came and challenged her.  Selda 
courageously asked to share the Gospel with them and the Lord used her bold witness to 
lead them all to Christ.  Even as militants came and threatened her family, they repented 
and accepted Jesus after they heard her testimony!  In the midst of so much danger, 52 
individuals have come to saving faith through one brave little girl who completed The 
Greatest Journey.  
 ...In the African nation of Botswana, one of our teams handed out shoeboxes in a 
village on the edge of the Kalahari Desert.  This village was also a spiritual wasteland, as 
superstition, traditional religions, poverty, and alcoholism have kept people from hearing 
the Gospel.  Many of the children had never received gifts until our local team in Botswana 
visited the village to hand out Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts.  Then we organized 
The Greatest Journey lessons, where several of the village children came to trust Christ as 
their Lord and Savior.  Now, a church is being planted there. 
 As God provides, we are working to train more volunteer teachers, translate 
materials, and offer The Greatest Journey lessons to more and more children, to fulfill the 
Great Commission: 'Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit' (Matthew 28:19)." 
 
SHOEBOX COLLECTION IS UNDERWAY!  Please return your completed shoeboxes by 
Sunday, November 17.  School supplies are on sale now! 



7 

 

FROM ECCCM: Thank you so much for volunteering with us in May.  Your church worked a 
total of 19.75 hours with 1 volunteer during May 2019. 
 
THE CATAWBA VALLEY LUTHER LEAGUE will gather at St. James Lutheran Church, Newton, 
on Sunday, August 11, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM.  This will be a great time for all Youth in 
grades 6 through 12 to gather, learn, worship, and fellowship together.  Please plan to 
attend. 
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO OUR NEW VICAR, TAYLOR RISTER 
 In my sophomore year of college, I began an internship with my social work 
program. In this internship, I help churches in the area run their community outreach 
programs, such as feeding programs, after school care, and health fairs. I also help 
individuals in the congregation find resources they need in times of crisis, such as 
counseling centers for victims of domestic violence and help with mortgages. I have loved 
this internship because it has allowed me to make a difference not only in the community 
around the churches, but within the churches themselves. It has also taught me the value 
of understanding the community and how reaching out and providing can show people 
what it means to be a Christian. 
 I am only twenty-one years old, but I feel like I am ready to take this journey. I have 
spent my life caring for others and speaking on the gospel, and now I am ready to pursue 
that calling further. I have always felt called and I have been blessed to have others 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜ ƛǘΦ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ LΩƳ 
seeking to complete this journey in the NALC because the values of the NALC align with 
values I also hold. I strive to base decisions in my life on scripture, and when deciding the 
truth of a statement, I also hold it up to scripture to see how it compares. I also do not 
think that we can ignore scripture we find inconvenient. I believe that our tradition 
reminds us the importance of being true to scripture, and I value that the NALC fully 
embraces the creeds and sacraments. I also believe that our faiths cannot be private, and 
that we should be mission driven. I believe that we are called to take seriously the Great 
Commission and the call to care for our neighbor.  Finally, I am seeking candidacy with the 
NALC because I care deeply for the church. I believe that in order for the church to be 
sustainable, we have to encourage faith and action in congregations. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  On October 10, Franklin Graham with the Decision America Tar 
Heel State Tour will be at the L.P. Frans Stadium in Hickory.  More details will be in future 
newsletters and bulletins. 
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4536 Hickory Lincolnton Highway 
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SERVANTS NEEDED NOW! 
 As Grace Church moves into the Fall season, several opportunities to serve the Lord and 
your congregation have presented themselves.  We are seeking several persons to serve on the 
Internship Team of the congregation as we welcome a new Vicar into our midst. This team will 
meet with the Vicar, probably once a quarter, to discuss progress, evaluation, and suggestions 
to help in the internship process. The three other congregations in the internship program will 
also be doing the same, but each setting will be unique to each congregation. 
 The Board is also seeking persons to assist in the hiring of a new musician/organist/ 
choir director ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊΦ /ƻǊǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ. The Praise and Worship 
Team will expand to include these persons so a good mix of talent and ideas can be involved in 
this process. The Chair of the Praise and Worship Team is Todd Childers. However, Todd will be 
in India on business for most of August.  And with the Advent season and Christmas just ahead 
of us, we will need to move quickly as we move forward so a qualified person can be found. If 
you would like to serve on this team, please contact Pastor Gil or Alan Shull.  


