Fourth Sunday in Lent
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP at Grace Church this morning as we gather to
worship the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit in truth. As you entered the sanctuary today, you
received this bulletin containing the order for worship and announcements. Please also
notice the Prayer List where you will find a listing of all the known prayer concerns. You
are invited to use this as a guide for your personal prayers throughout the coming week. If
you need information about our congregation or if you’d like to update your information,
make sure to fill out the yellow Worship Today Form and place it in the offering plate at
the time of the offering. If you have a prayer concern, indicate that on your Worship Today
Form at the bottom or on the reverse side. If you are seeking a Church Home or would like
more information about Grace, please contact Pastor Doug (980) 234-8848.

*Stand Hymnals in Pew Rack: LBW = Green WOV = Blue TCH = Burgundy
PRELUDE Please observe silence for meditation and prayer.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen
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* GATHERING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” verses 1 & 2 TCH 562

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE:
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Merciful and loving God, you give sight to the blind and life to those who trust in your
Son. May the light of your Christ pierce through our blindness and open us to your way
of life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42: 14-21

“For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will
cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. "I will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation; [ will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. '*And
I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I
will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level
ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. '"They are turned back and
utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our
gods.” 'Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! "Who is blind but my
servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind
as the servant of the LORD? *’He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are
open, but he does not hear. 2'The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify
his law and make it glorious.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5: 8-14

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), '?and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. "Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. '*For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *But
when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, *for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on you.”

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
The congregation is invited to stand.




*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 9: 1-17, 24-41

P: The holy gospel according to St. John.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'As {Jesus} passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “It
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed
in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. *As long as [ am in the world, I am the light of the world.” *Having
said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed
the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. *The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
’Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the
man.” °So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '"He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
So I went and washed and received my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.” "*They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
“Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '“So the
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put
mud on my eyes, and | washed, and I see.” '®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. "So they said again to the
blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is
a prophet.”

#So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give
glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” »He answered, “Whether he is a sinner
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I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” *They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” 2 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God
listens to him. **Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a man born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out. **Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?”’ **He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” *"Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” **He said, “Lord, I
believe,” and he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” “*Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” *'Jesus said
to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your
guilt remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ!
The congregation may be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
“Open Our Eyes, Lord, We Want to See Jesus” Pastor Doug Hefner
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Open My Eyes That I May See” verses1 &2 TCH 563
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response at the end of each petition.
P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Worshipers may greet one another with “the Peace of Christ.”
The assembly may be seated.
* OFFERING In response to God’s blessings, we offer our tithes to the Lord
HOLY COMMUNION — MEAL OF GRACE

* OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards
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* OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
* LORD'S PRAYER
The assembly may be seated.




All are invited to receive Holy Communion.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation is invited to stand.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

*THANK THE LORD
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*COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unit the wills of those whom you
have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen
*BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” verses 1 & 2 LBW 259
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY TO:

Jacob Jarrett — March 4 Christine Norman — March 5
Danny Robertson — March 12 Malinda Leatherman — March 22
Belinda Wilfong — March 24

COMING UPAT GRACE THIS WEEK

Today: Fourth Sunday in Lent

9:15am — Ministry Teams Breakfast Workshop in Fellowship Hall
10:30am - Worship Celebration

Monday: 6:00pm — Leadership Ministry Board Meeting
Wednesday: 12:00pm — Grace Seniors Luncheon

6:30pm — Lenten Vespers Service w/ Bible Study in Fellowship Hall

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wed, March 18, Grace Seniors Luncheon at 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall
Sun, March 29, Palm Sunday, Sunday of the Passion

Thur, April 2, Maundy Thursday and Fri, April 3, Good Friday

Sun, April 5, Easter with Sunrise Service, Breakfast, Main Service at 10:30am

GIVING AND ATTENDANCE FOR LAST SUNDAY
Date Total Receipts | General Fund | Worship Att. | Sun. Sch. Att.
3/8/26 $2,506 $2,240 45 12
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SAVE THE DATES

Grace is part of a community VBS with 5 other churches. This year’s VBS is lllumination
Station: Shining a Light On Who Jesus Really Is! The date is Sunday, 5/31 to Thursday
6/4 from 5:30-8pm. Dinner is served each night followed by Bible stories, music, crafts,
and games! Children, youth and adults may register at https://www.zionhickory.org/vbs-
2026. Volunteers are needed. Next planning meeting is 3/20 5:30 at Zion or see Shelly
Scronce for details. Grace will be hosting the Carolina’s Mission District Solid Rock
Day Camp again this year. The dates are Monday, June 15 — Friday, June 19. The
camp is for children/youth 4K- 5" grade. We will have college age counselors and a
seminarian to lead the camp. The hours are 9 am - 4 pm Monday-Thursday, 9 am- 12
noon on Friday The week will include Bible study, singing, games, crafts, skits, and lots
of fun!

In the Grace Church Family:

L &r[gur S Jeffry Bivens, Rick & Cindy Bivens, Glenda Childers, Pat Dietz,
prayers ‘m Allen and Kay Hatchett, Larry Heavner, Lorene Heavner, Chris

LN
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Jarrett, Larry & Brenda Jarrett, Martha Johnson, Faye Lane, Harvey
Leatherman, Phil & Malinda Leatherman, Tim Leatherman, Betty Matheson, Joe Momier,
Jane Moss, Christine Norman, Michael Norman, Tricia and Dan Panek, Mike, Debi &
Stephen Pisko, Waylon Parker, Alice Parris, Ethan Starnes, Sandi Tallant, Libby Travis,
Shirley Warlick, Ken & Tirzah Welch, Scott & Carolyn Whisnant, and Nancy Willis.
Nursing Home: Juanita Haas (Trinity Village), Helen Smith (Trinity Village) Ted
Whisnant (Trinity Village)

Friends and Relatives in our Prayers: Pray for Peace in Israel and the World, New
Covenant Lutheran Mission Church, family of Carl Beam, Ashlee Bumgardner, Clinton
Childers, Evelyn Childers, Holly Groce, Anne Poovey, Randy & Rita Neill, Donald Smith,
and Scott Speagle. Prayers for world peace and for our church, the United States of
America, and especially the families of those who have given their lives in the service of
our country and those who continue to protect our freedoms and for all members of our
Armed Forces.

Ministers of Grace — All the People of Grace
Pastor — Reverend Doug Hefner ~ Board President — Tim Eckard
Lector — Tim Eckard Youth Leader — Stormy Shull
Altar Preparation — Belinda Wilfong & Frankie Crouse
Communion Assistants — Kim Parker & Shelly Scronce
Ushers — David Wilfong and Jeff Scronce
Offering Counters — Todd Childers & Jason Yoder
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