Day of Pentecost
May 24,2026 10:30 AM

4536 Hickory Lincolnton Highway, Newton, North Carolina 28658
Church Office: (704) 462-1035 email: gracenalcnewton@aol.com
www.gracelutheran-newton.org
Rev. Doug Hefner cell: (980) 234-8848 email: pastorhefner@aol.com
Sandi Tallant — Organist Todd Childers — Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am to 1pm
Tuesday and Thursday 12pm to 4pm

1


mailto:pastorhefner@aol.com

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP at Grace Church this morning as we gather to
worship the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit in truth. As you entered the sanctuary today, you
received this bulletin containing the order for worship and announcements. Please also
notice the Prayer List where you will find a listing of all the known prayer concerns. You
are invited to use this as a guide for your personal prayers throughout the coming week. If
you need information about our congregation or if you’d like to update your information,
make sure to fill out the yellow Worship Today Form and place it in the offering plate at
the time of the offering. If you have a prayer concern, indicate that on your Worship Today
Form at the bottom or on the reverse side. If you are seeking a Church Home or would like
more information about Grace, please contact Pastor Doug (980) 234-8848.
*Stand Hymnals in Pew Rack: LBW = Green WOV = Blue TCH = Burgundy
PRELUDE Please observe silence for meditation and prayer.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to stand.

* BRIEF ORDER OF CONFSSION AND FORGIVENESS

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
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* GATHERING HYMN “Battle Hymn of the Republic” LBW 332

* GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Holy Spirit, fill us with a deep, abiding faith and remove all doubt from our hearts. Open
our minds to understand the Scriptures and the work of Christ among us. Empower us to
move beyond these walls to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen
from the dead, so that others might come to have life in his name, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen. The congregation may be seated.

FIRST READING: Numbers 11: 24-30

2*Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered seventy men
of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. *Then the LORD came down
in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on
the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did
not continue doing it. Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the
other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. >’And a young man
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 2 And Joshua the son
of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” *But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were
prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” **’And Moses and the elders of Israel
returned to the camp.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 139: 1-10

'0 Lord, you have searched me and known me!

’You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.
‘Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.

’You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.



’Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.

"Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?

SIf I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
°If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Yeven there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

SECOND READING: Acts 2: 1-21

"When the day of Pentecost arrived, the disciples} were all together in one place. 2And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. *And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and
rested on each one of them. “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. *Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. *And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them
speak in his own language. "And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? *And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native
language? °Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '"Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, '"both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabians — we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” *And all
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”” *But others
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” “But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted
up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this
be known to you, and give ear to my words. "*For these people are not drunk, as you
suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. '*But this is what was uttered through the
prophet Joel: '7*And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 'Seven on my male servants and female
servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. '?And I will show
wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of
smoke; *’the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the
Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. ! And it shall come to pass that everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

The congregation is invited to stand.



* GOSPELACCLAMATION “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go”
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*GOSPEL: John 14: 16-27; 16: 12-15
P: The holy gospel according to St. John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will
be in you.

18T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. '*In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 2 On that day you
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 2! They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 22 Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the
world?” 2 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. >* Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is
from the Father who sent me.

25T have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you
of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.

John 16: 12T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. * When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his
own but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to



come. " He will glorify me because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. !5 All
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You O Christ!
The congregation may be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

“The Promise, The Person, and the Power of the
Holy Spirit”
Pastor Doug

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” LBW 475

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response at the end of each petition.
P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.




*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Worshipers may greet one another with “the Peace of Christ.”
The assembly may be seated.

* OFFERING In response to God’s blessings, we offer our tithes to the Lord

HOLY COMMUNION — MEAL OF GRACE

* OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards
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* OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Merciful Father, C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us — our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord our God.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis good and right to give God our thanks and praise.
*

WORDS OF INSTITUTION LBW p. 70
* LORD'S PRAYER LBW p. 71
* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The Gifts of God for the People of God. C: Thanks be to God!

The assembly may be seated.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
* BLESSING
* SENDING HYMN “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LBW 523
* DISMISSAL




P: Go in peace and love to serve the Lord and our neighbor!
C: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Hazel Medlin by
Todd Childers.

In the Grace Church Family:
Jeffry Bivens, Rick & Cindy Bivens, Glenda Childers, Pat Dietz,
Allen and Kay Hatchett, Lorene Heavner, Larry & Brenda Jarrett,
- ~ Martha Johnson, Faye Lane, Harvey Leatherman, Phil & Malinda
Leatherman, Betty Matheson, Joe Momier, Jane Moss, Christine Norman, Michael
Norman, Tricia and Dan Panek, Mike, Debi & Stephen Pisko, Alice Parris, Helen Smith,
Ethan Starnes, Sandi Tallant, Libby Travis, Shirley Warlick, Ken & Tirzah Welch, Scott &
Carolyn Whisnant, and Nancy Willis.
Nursing Home: Juanita Haas (Trinity Village), Ted Whisnant (Trinity Village)
Friends and Relatives in our Prayers: Pray for Peace in Israel and the World, New
Covenant Lutheran Mission Church, Ashlee Bumgardner, Braylon’s sister, Pastor Randall
Cauble, Clinton Childers, Evelyn Childers, Gray Childers, Luca’s Hope, Peggy Klutz, Amy
Martin, Anne Poovey, Randy & Rita Neill, David Sigmon, the family of Donald Smith,
Scott Speagle, and the family of Martha Young. Prayers for world peace and for our church,
the United States of America, and especially the families of those who have given their
lives in the service of our country and those who continue to protect our freedoms and for
all members of our Armed Forces.
HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO:

May 11 — Tim Eckard May 22 — Tawanna Jarrett ~ May 27 — Jane Robertson

COMING UP AT GRACE THIS WEEK

Today: Day of Pentecost

9:15am — Sunday School 10:30am - Worship Celebration

Monday: Happy Memorial Day — Office Closed

Wednesday:

6:30pm — Evening Vespers Service

SAVE THE DATES

Grace is part of a community VBS with 5 other churches. This year’s VBS is lllumination
Station: Shining a Light On Who Jesus Really Is! The date is Sunday, 5/31 to Thursday
6/4 from 5:30-8pm. Dinner is served each night followed by Bible stories, music, crafts,
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and games! Children, youth and adults may register at https://www.zionhickory.org/vbs-
2026. Volunteers are needed.

Upcoming Dates:

Sunday, May 31 - Holy Trinity Sunday

Sunday, May 31 — Thursday, June 4 Illumination Station VBS (see announcement)
Wednesday, June 3 — Fred T. Foard Seniors Luncheon hosted by Grace

Sunday, June 7 - 2™ Sunday after Pentecost (special music and service at Grace Union)
Sunday, June 14 - 3" Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, June 21 - 4" Sunday after Pentecost, Father’s Day, Gifts for Fathers

GIVING AND ATTENDANCE FOR LAST SUNDAY

Offering Attendance
. . Sunday
Date Total Receipts | General Fund Worship School
5/17/2026 $ 2,528 $ 2,370 41 9

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

We would like to create a new updated pictorial directory for our congregation. Rather than
going to the expense of hiring an outside company to do this we would like to complete
this project in-house. But we will need your help. Please email to us a digital photo of your
choosing of you and your family members who worship at Grace. It does not have to be a
formal portrait but should clearly show everyone's faces. If you do not have one we can
help you take one. We would like to put this together as soon as possible so please start
sending in your photos now.

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES AVAILABLE NOW

Many of you like to get an early start on filling shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.
Shoeboxes are now available in the choir pews on the right. A label is inside each shoebox.
Thanks for helping with this important ministry.

Ministers of Grace — All the People of Grace
Pastor — Reverend Doug Hefner  Board President — Tim Eckard
Lector — Kim Parker Youth Leader — Stormy Shull
Altar Preparation — Cindy Bivens
Communion Assistants — Cindy Bivens & Lula Ingle
Ushers — Jacob Jarrett & Jeff Scronce
Offering Counters — Todd Childers & Sheila Drum
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‘ Vacatlon Blble School 2026

Join us for the brightest week of the summer! At lllumination Station,
you will explore how light brightens, illuminates, reflects, and reveals
while discovering that Jesus is the Light of the World. Through Bible
study, music, crafts, and recreation, you will learn that Jesus is the
perfect, proven, and powerful Son of God.

Light up your summer and shive a light on Jesus!

For All Ages: Preschoolers, Kids, Teenagers & Adults!

9 Place:

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church A e
1911 Zion Church Rd, Hickory, NC ';ﬁﬁ"'.&i@

B Date & Time:

Sunday, 5/31 - Thursday, 6/4
5:30pm - 8:30pm

(Dinner from 530-6:00pm)
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Listening for the Promise
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Day of Pentecost — May 24, 2026

“On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and shouted,
‘If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have
life-giving water flowing from deep inside you, just as the Scriptures say.”
Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit,
who would be given to everyone that had faith in him.”

- John 7:37-39 -

How often do we follow a tradition without really understanding it?
Christmas and Easter are celebrations of the church steeped in rich
tradition. At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus, in Holy Week we
prepare for his death, and at Easter we praise his resurrection. But why do
we observe Pentecost and what is the significance?

“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word pentekostos and translates as
“fiftieth day.” For Christians, it marks the soth day after Easter when the
Holy Spirit descended upon a group of followers. Jesus says to the group, “If
you are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have
life-giving water flowing deep inside of you.”

In Acts 2:1-4 we learn “0On the day of Pentecost all the Lord’s followers
were together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the
sound of a mighty wind! It filled the house where they were meeting. Then
they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a
tongue came and settled on each person there. The Holy Spirit took control
of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let
them speak.”

We celebrate Pentecost as the very moment the church was formed with
all its followers receiving the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of
the sainthood of all believers as we are baptized into faith. We are now
steeped in rich tradition with our brothers and sisters in Christ from this
early establishment. We are a part of this ancient church!

Jesus invites us to follow, have faith, and receive the power of the Holy
Spirit. What a powerful invitation! We can walk in the light as Jesus did and
bear witness to others by sharing the Good News!

It is indeed life-giving water! Amen.
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