Second Sunday After Pentecost
June 7,2026 10:30 AM

Pralm DO .

Praire Him with the sound of the trumpet
Praise Him with the lute and harp

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance
Prare Him with stringed Instruments and flutes
\ Praire Him with loud cymbclj
\ Praue Him with clashing cymbals
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Praise the Lord

4536 Hickory Lincolnton Highway, Newton, North Carolina 28658
Church Office: (704) 462-1035 email: gracenalcnewton@aol.com
www.gracelutheran-newton.org
Rev. Doug Hefner cell: (980) 234-8848 email: pastorhefner@aol.com
Sandi Tallant — Organist Todd Childers — Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am to 1pm
Tuesday and Thursday 12pm to 4pm
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP at Grace Church this morning as we gather to
worship the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit in truth. As you entered the sanctuary today, you
received this bulletin containing the order for worship and announcements. Please also
notice the Prayer List where you will find a listing of all the known prayer concerns. You
are invited to use this as a guide for your personal prayers throughout the coming week. If
you need information about our congregation or if you’d like to update your information,
make sure to fill out the yellow Worship Today Form and place it in the offering plate at
the time of the offering. If you have a prayer concern, indicate that on your Worship Today
Form at the bottom or on the reverse side. If you are seeking a Church Home or would like
more information about Grace, please contact Pastor Doug (980) 234-8848.
*Stand Hymnals in Pew Rack: LBW = Green WOV = Blue TCH = Burgundy
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The congregation is invited to stand.

* BRIEF ORDER OF CONFSSION AND FORGIVENESS

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love, grace and forgiveness in Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection and confession of our sins before God and one another.
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy upon us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all our sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN “QO for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” TCH 21

* GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to
sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you
in spirit and truth. Pour out your Spirit on your servants who, with the gifts of music,
enliven our praises and proclaim your word with power. Through this ministry give us new
awareness of your beauty and grace, and join our voices with all the choirs of heaven, both
now and forever; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. The congregation may be seated.

FIRST READING: 2 Chronicles 20: 13-23

13 Meanwhile, all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their
children. ' Then the spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, son of
Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the middle of the
assembly. 1° He said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat:
Thus says the Lord to you: Do not fear or be dismayed at this great multitude, for the battle
is not yours but God’s. '® Tomorrow go down against them; they will come up by the ascent
of Ziz; you will find them at the end of the valley, before the wilderness of Jeruel. !’ This
battle is not for you to fight; take your position, stand still, and see the victory of
the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go
out against them, and the Lord will be with you.”

'8 Then Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping the Lord. ! And the
Levites of the Kohathites and the Korahites stood up to praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
with a very loud voice.

20 They rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa, and as they
went out Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem!
Believe in the Lord your God and you will be established; believe his prophets and you
will succeed.” 2! When he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were
to sing to the Lord and praise him in holy splendor, as they went before the army, saying,
“Give thanks to the Lord,for his steadfast love endures forever.”??> As they began to sing
and praise, the Lord set an ambush against the Ammonites, Moab, and Mount Seir who
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had come against Judah, so that they were routed. ** For the Ammonites and Moab attacked
the inhabitants of Mount Seir, destroying them utterly, and when they had made an end of
the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 150

1 Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty firmament!

2 Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his surpassing greatness!

3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!

4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!

5 Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

SECOND READING: Acts 16: 25-34

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations
of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were unfastened. 2’ When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open,
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. 2 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here.” 2 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and
Silas. 3 Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 3! They
answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and
his entire family were baptized without delay. 3 He brought them up into the house and set
food before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer
in God.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

The congregation is invited to stand.



*GOSPEL: Matthew 26: 26-30
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it[d] he broke it,
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 2’ Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, ?® for this is my
blood of the[e] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. *° I
tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You O Christ!

The congregation may be seated.

We welcome Willow Creek Band

Allen Biggerstaff, Joe Biggerstaff, Tiffany Waters Philbeck, Charlie
Pumpry, and Danny Sexton

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response at the end of each petition. P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Worshipers may greet one another with “the Peace of Christ.”
The assembly may be seated.
OFFERING In response to God’s blessings, we offer our tithes to the Lord
ANTHEM

HOLY COMMUNION — MEAL OF GRACE
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: God of abundance, C: we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them the offering of our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for
all those in need and nourish us in Your with your love and presence in this meal of
grace until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord, in whose name we pray.
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Amen.

DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord our God.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis good and right to give God our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION_ “In the night in which our Lord...”

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: The Gifts of God for the People of God. C: Thanks be to God!
The assembly may be seated.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion

The congregation is invited to stand.
* COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
P: Tender and merciful God, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning our
emptiness to joy. C: Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of
reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace
among all people, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen

*BLESSING The Lord bless you..... C: Amen.

* SENDING HYMN “To God be the Glory” TCH 56
* DISMISSAL

P: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!C: Thanks be to God!




ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and “in honor of Cindy Bivens’ next
birthday and for her love and support to me” by Rick Bivens.

In the Grace Church Family:

Jeffry Bivens, Rick & Cindy Bivens, the family of Glenda Childers,
Pat Dietz, Allen and Kay Hatchett, Lorene Heavner, Larry & Brenda
- Jarrett, Martha Johnson, Faye Lane, Phil & Malinda Leatherman,
Betty Matheson, Joe Momier, Jane Moss, Christine Norman, Michael Norman, Tricia and
Dan Panek, Mike, Debi & Stephen Pisko, Alice Parris, Helen Smith, Ethan Starnes, Sandi
Tallant, Libby Travis, Shirley Warlick, Ken & Tirzah Welch, Scott & Carolyn Whisnant,
and Nancy Willis.

Nursing Home: Juanita Haas (Trinity Village), Ted Whisnant (Trinity Village), Harvey
Leatherman (Trinity Ridge, Room 100)

Friends and Relatives in our Prayers: Pray for Peace in Israel and the World, New
Covenant Lutheran Mission Church, John Barnett, Ashlee Bumgardner, Braylon’s sister,
Clinton Childers, Evelyn Childers, Gray Childers, Ann & Jim Harrelson, the family of
Flossie Hatley, Luca’s Hope, Peggy Klutz, Amy Martin, family of Lynette Momier, Anne
Poovey, Randy & Rita Neill, David Sigmon, the family of Donald Smith, Scott Speagle,
and the family of Martha Young. Prayers for world peace and for our church, the United
States of America, and especially the families of those who have given their lives in the
service of our country and those who continue to protect our freedoms and for all members
of our Armed Forces.

THE CHILDERS FAMILY would like to extend their deepest gratitude to all the people
of Grace for their kind expressions of sympathy on the passing of our Mom. The meal
afterwards was wonderful and we all appreciated the opportunity to be together. Thank you
to everyone who helped in bringing us together. We all felt in you the love of Christ.

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY TO:

June 11 Alicia Wilfong June 11 Cindy Bivens June 14 Emiley Robertson
June 19 Allen Biggerstaff June 26 Jeff Hefner

COMING UPAT GRACE THIS WEEK

Today: Second Sunday After Pentecost

9:15am — Sunday School 10:30am - Worship Celebration

Saturday: 9:00am — Grace Prayer Breakfast at Four Peas in a Pod - Conover
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Upcoming Dates:

Sunday, June 14 - 3™ Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, June 21 - 4" Sunday after Pentecost, Father’s Day, Gifts for Fathers

GIVING AND ATTENDANCE FOR LAST SUNDAY

Offering Attendance
. . Sunday
Date Total Receipts | General Fund Worship School
5/31/2026 $ 2,785 $ 1,920 43 8
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

We would like to create a new updated pictorial directory for our congregation. Rather than
going to the expense of hiring an outside company to do this we would like to complete
this project in-house. But we will need your help. Please email to us a digital photo of your
choosing of you and your family members who worship at Grace. It does not have to be a
formal portrait but should clearly show everyone's faces. If you do not have one we can
help you take one. We would like to put this together as soon as possible so please start

sending in your photos now.

Ministers of Grace — All the People of Grace
Pastor — Reverend Doug Hefner  Board President — Tim Eckard
Lector — Stormy Shull Youth Leader — Stormy Shull
Altar Preparation — Cindy Bivens & Susan Setzer
Communion Assistants — Cindy Bivens & Sheila Drum

Ushers — Jack Parris & David Wilfong

Offering Counters — Todd Childers & Kim Parker




